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We hope everyone was able to enjoy the week off from school and prepare for
the final marking period before the school year is over. It is hard to believe we
only have six weeks left of this school year. There have been many “firsts” this
school year and while it will be one we all remember, I can’t say thank you
enough for the hard work families, staff and students have done this year. Our
BLC family rocks! 

As we head into our final stretch of the school year, we are excited about our
remodel progress. At this time we are not sure when our A-Pod will be available,
but once it is finished, all areas of the school with classrooms will be complete
and our hope is that rooms will be in their permanent location. The goal for this
entire remodel project is that with all our updates, we will have a building that
continues to support and improve student learning at Blossomland.  

As the weather gets warmer, we hope you take the opportunity to have your
student go outside more and interact with mother nature. Spring gives us great
sensory opportunities; from the warm breeze, to spring time flower smells and
the simple warmth of the sunshine, there are many things our students can take
advantage of while being outside. I personally look forward to the smell of the
year’s first cut grass. If you are curious about some ideas that you can do with
your student outside, please reach out to any of the BLC staff and they can give
you some great ideas.

At this time of the year we typically have many school events for students.
Unfortunately, due to COVID, we are limiting these to help reduce the risk of
exposure to COVID-19. One of our biggest events that everyone looks forward to
is our annual graduation ceremony. While we do not know at this time how it will
look, our graduation committee is working hard to plan for the best experience
possible, however it might look.  

Again, we hope everyone is enjoying the spring weather and staying safe and
healthy. As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to
reach out to me or Mr. R. We are more than happy to help not only our students
and staff, but also the families of our students.  

Enjoy the sunshine!
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Star Students

Important Dates

Congratulations!!

MichaelGracie Meg Gborlee

March

April

Jaylin Michael Liam Breanna 

May 28: 1⁄2 Day – Student  Dismissal @ 11:30 a.m. 
May 31: Memorial Day Holiday – Berrien RESA Closed
June 9: Last Day of School





On any given day, some students may seem ill because they may have serious or chronic medical
conditions (seizures, respiratory distress, tube-feedings, etc.) These students may need closer
monitoring by a medical professional while in school. Blossomland is blessed to have two nurses who
provide that assurance for parents with children who have special needs. This may give you peace of
mind to allow your child to attend our center-based school and to experience greater learning
opportunities along with their peers. Our nurses act as liaisons between care provided in the home
and throughout the community.

Students at BLC may visit the nurses’ office for a variety of services. The nurses administer over 80
daily medications and breathing treatments in addition to giving over the counter medications for
acute illnesses. They often see up to 60 students per day for health assessments that involve
respiratory, cardiac, abdominal, skin, eye, and ear exams. Students with diabetes get regular glucose
monitoring and receive their insulin injections, and students with asthma are administered their
Metered Dose Inhalers (MDI’s). When appropriate, some students are taught to manage their own
chronic illnesses by learning to self-administer medications and treatments. The nurses’ office has also
become an onsite work-study opportunity for students interested in health related careers after
graduation by offering positions as a health aide.

The nurses also provide educational in-services to other staff members (how to provide tube feedings,
administer emergency medications for seizures and allergy maintenance, provide first aid in the event
of an emergency, etc.). This training equips our staff to help students to safely participate in activities
off campus such as field trips and community based instruction (CBI).

Niki Rhew is a Licensed Registered Nurse with a Bachelor of Science in Nursing. Working in Nursing
and Education for 13 years, she was first introduced to BLC while providing nursing services to
students on the transportation vehicles. Over the next 3 years she frequently substituted in the
Nurses’ office before taking the position as Nurse for the district in June of 2016. Niki also provides
home care nursing services for infants in Berrien RESA’s Early On Program on the weekends. On her
own time, she enjoys traveling, hiking, and enjoying other outdoor activities with her son, Jude. 

Joy Sill joined our BLC family in January this year. She is a Licensed Registered Nurse with a Bachelor of
Science in Nursing. Her 20-year nursing experiences include: emergency room, surgery/recovery,
oncology and palliative care. She has enjoyed spending time getting to know the students, parents
and staff at BLC. Joy likes spending time with her family, being outdoors, and campfires. She is always
willing to talk about pets and share stories about the family dog, Rosie.

Thank you so much for all of the hard work that you do. It is appreciated more than we can express,
and your impact is profound. Blossomland appreciates you!! Thank you!

Nurse Spotlight



1. Play baseball
2. Play Frisbee
3. Find a pond, lake, or pool to
swim in
4. Plant a garden
5. Go on a hike
6. Go to the park
7. Go on a family walk.
8. Go on a bike ride, or roller
skating
9. Have a picnic
10. Build a campfire
11. Play in the sprinklers
12. Make your own slip n slide 
13, Fly kites.
14. Blow bubbles using a DIY mix.
15. Play classic outdoor games
such as Red Rover, Red Light
Green Light, or Steal the Bacon.
16. Host a nature scavenger hunt.
Look for pine cones, acorns, and
other common outdoor items
and tally who found the most
pieces.
17. Hula hoop.
18. Play Follow the Leader
through your yard or
neighborhood.
19. Draw a hopscotch board with
chalk.
20. Make homemade playdough
and bring it outside. It's less
messy than playing on the floor
or carpet.

21. Drive to a neighboring town and check out
their playgrounds. Maybe you'll find a new
favorite.
22. Find a shady tree and read.
23. Have a picnic at a local park, beach, or your
own backyard.
24. Make s'mores.
25. Film a home movie.
26. Eat homemade popsicles.
27. Have a water balloon fight.
28. Wash the car.
29. Go for a group jog.
30. Play wiffleball or kickball.
31. Take turns playing photographer with your
phone or camera.
32. Make mud pies. Who can make the fanciest
creation?
33. Sing as loud as you can.
34. Is it getting dark outside? Play hide and
seek with flashlights (and partners if you have
little ones).
35. Water the plants. Give your preschooler
some basic experiments to consider: Does the
hose make water come out faster than the
watering can? Which is easier to control?
36. Build paper airplanes. Who can make
theirs fly the farthest?
37. Search for bugs.
38. Set up a lemonade stand.
39. Make homemade bird feeders out of pine
cones, peanut butter, and birdseed.
40. Set up a canvas and let your little ones
paint. Again, less mess to clean up.

Spring Is Here!
Now that it’s warmer outside, you want to get your kids outside, but

what can you do? Here are some ideas to get you started!

 
 

https://www.superhealthykids.com/recipes/11-healthy-summer-pool-snacks/
https://www.superhealthykids.com/recipes/fresh-and-healthy-summer-picnic/
https://www.superhealthykids.com/recipes/fresh-and-healthy-summer-picnic/
https://www.superhealthykids.com/recipes/fresh-and-healthy-summer-picnic/
https://www.verywellfamily.com/homemade-bubbles-2764571
https://www.verywellfamily.com/outdoor-party-games-620469
https://www.verywellfamily.com/have-a-nature-scavenger-hunt-3287877
https://www.verywellfamily.com/hula-hoop-games-and-activities-1256808
https://www.verywellfamily.com/hula-hoop-games-and-activities-1256808
https://www.verywellfamily.com/follow-the-leader-289702
https://www.verywellfamily.com/playdoh-recipes-4164126



